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Carpe diem: Nearly a third of DIY investors bought stocks 

during tariff-induced market dip  
 

● 31% of DIY investors bought stocks and shares in the market dip following ‘Liberation Day’ 

● 21% bought alternative assets, such as gold - a sign of lack of faith in stocks and shares 

● 13% sold off some of their investments impacted by the tariff at a profit 

 

Following the recent market volatility as a result of Donald Trump’s tariff announcements, almost a third (31%) 

of DIY investors took advantage of the investment opportunity, buying stocks and shares in the market dip, 

according to new research from Charles Stanley Direct. 

 

The 2nd April 2025, also known as ‘Liberation Day’, saw Donald Trump announce a sweeping set of tariffs on 

all imported foreign goods, which triggered shockwaves across global stock markets. Inducing panic selling, the 

benchmark US stock index - the S&P 500 - lost $5.83 trillion in market value in the four days following the 

announcement.* 

 

While the market decline left investors feeling uneasy, the research from Charles Stanley Direct shows a 

considerable activity among DIY investors looking to take advantage of the dip. This is especially true amongst 

Millennial DIY investors, with nearly two fifths (38%) stating that they bought stocks and shares. 

 

In a sign of the lack of faith in stocks and shares at the time, a fifth (21%) of DIY investors bought alternative 

assets, such as gold. 

 

Although a significant number of DIY investors bought during the market turmoil, many also sold - with mixed 

results. More than 1 in 10 (13%) investors sold off some of their investments impacted by the tariffs at a profit, 

while a further 11% sold at a loss. Investors also altered their investment portfolio weightings following the 

turmoil. 15% altered their portfolio by geography, and another 15% altered their portfolio by sector. 

 

While DIY investors tend to make their own financial decisions, 22% relied on advice from their financial 

adviser on what they would recommend doing before making any investment decisions themselves. 

 

Rob Morgan, Chief Investment Analyst at Charles Stanley Direct, comments: “The fallout following the 

imposition of universal tariffs in early April was widespread, and especially alarming for investors as markets 

plummeted and carefully curated portfolios were blown off course.  

 

“However, a large cohort of DIY investors were not simply looking to sell-up or ride out the wave, but saw the 

market turmoil as an opportunity to seek discounts and reposition their investments. The old investment 

adage of time in the market winning out over timing the market still holds true, but agile reactions to market-

altering events can sometimes help to stem losses or maximise returns. That said, attempting to ‘buy the dip’ 

doesn’t always lead to positive outcomes, and it’s crucial that investors stay as well informed as they can be 

before making decisions with their capital.” 
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*https://sites.lsa.umich.edu/mje/2025/05/02/opinion-liberation-day-and-the-impact-on-the-american-stock-

market/#:~:text=Following%20the%20Trump%20administration's%20announcement,Carew%2C%20Chauhan

%2C%202025). 

 

Methodology  

The research was conducted by Censuswide, among a sample of 1,000 DIY Investors in the UK, aged 18+ . The 

data was collected between 30.04.25 - 08.05.25. Censuswide abides by and employs members of the Market 

Research Society and follows the MRS code of conduct and ESOMAR principles. Censuswide is also a member of 

the British Polling Council. 
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About Charles Stanley 
Charles Stanley is a leading UK Wealth Management Company.  Its origins trace back to 1792. It provides services 
direct to private clients, charities, trusts and professional institutions.  It also works with financial advisers, legal, 
accountancy and other professional services firms, supporting them with their client objectives. 
 
It is dedicated to providing clients with the highest standard of service and peace of mind at every step of their 
financial journey, delivered by over 800 staff located in 26 offices across the UK.  Its services comprise: 
 
● Investment Management Services, offering personal discretionary, advisory and execution-only services. 

● Asset Management, providing investment solutions serving retail, institutional and intermediary clients, 

such as our model portfolio service (MPS), mutual funds and fiduciary management.  

● Financial Planning, advising clients on how to plan their finances to meet current and future lifestyles. 

● Charles Stanley Direct, an award-winning digital execution-only platform that makes investing in a portfolio 

of funds and shares simple and cost-effective.  

 
Charles Stanley & Co. Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and is part of the 
Raymond James Financial, Inc. group of companies. 
 
www.charles-stanley.co.uk 
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